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f) Reporting procedures, including the annual preparation of an updated site carbon 

balance; and 

g) A program to periodically validate the carbon balance for the development. 

Carbon Neutrality 
 
10. For any new greenfield coal mine applications, Proponent’s should demonstrate 

carbon neutrality under the Australian Government’s Climate Active program. As 
demonstrated by ASX-listed developer QMines for the Mt Charmer Project. 

 
11. For existing brownfield coal mines, Proponent’s should demonstrate carbon neutrality 

under the Climate Active program by 2030. 
 
Planning Considerations 
 
12. If implemented, the abovementioned recommendations should be introduced in a 

manner consistent with the recent rehabilitation reforms undertaken by the Resources 
Regulator i.e relevant legislation updated, and licences updated and conditions 
enforced at the same time by a certain date. 

 
13. The NSW Net Zero Emissions Dashboard shows Muswellbrook Shire Local 

Government Area (LGA) as the highest emitter in NSW.  Any sector limits should not 
restrict development shire wide.  

 
14. Reporting of GHG by mining industry should be consistent between NGER’s and 

EPA’s State of Environment Report. 
 

15. Muswellbrook Shire LGA contains approximately 3,402km2 of National Park.  The net 
ecosystem exchange of these areas could be improved using ecological and 
ecosystem principles to offset the impact of other industry in the shire. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
Theresa Folpp 
Environmental Scientist 

 




