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Dear Sir/Madam, 

Please find attached the RAW submission on the draft Clean Air Regulation.  

This paper deals specifically with the significant contribution to the poor air quality in the Inner 
Sydney region directly attributed to the unfiltered road tunnel exhaust stacks. Clearly, as the name 
of your organisation suggests, you have both a mandate and a legal responsibility to take whatever 
steps are necessary to improve the quality of the air that we are all forced to breathe. 

The NSW Government has consistently lied to the community about utilising the “world’s best 
practice” in relation to road tunnel construction and filtration, as the RAW paper clearly 
demonstrates. The methodology employed by the tunnel designers and builders, is the very 
antithesis of “the world’s best practice”. Japan, Spain, Italy, Norway and other countries have clearly 
shown that it is possible to remove over 99% of the carcinogenic small diesel and other particles, 
(<2.5 PM ) and the harmful oxides of nitrogen in the tunnel itself, thereby radically improving the 
overall quality of the air released from the tunnels and therefore of Sydney’s air in general.  

The data contained in our submission was provided by the RMS over a period of a couple of decades 
and was compiled for RAW by a committee which included two scientists well versed in the specific 
subject of unfiltered road tunnel exhaust stack emissions and their impact on the morbidity and 
mortality of residents downwind of the unfiltered plumes. The M5 East and the emissions from the 
Turrella exhaust stack was used as a case study. Claims by the EPA, NSW Health and the NSW 
Government that the cluster was also possibly caused by either the proximity to the port and/or the 
airport were discounted, as no such cluster developed in the adjoining suburbs, also equally adjacent 
to both the port and airport. 

 



 

Many of the residents of Rozelle, Lilyfield, Annandale, Leichhardt, White Bay, Balmain and 
Drummoyne will suffer painful and premature deaths from any of eight different cancers caused by 
the ingestion of hundreds of tonnes of small diesel particles, that can be directly attributed to the 
four unfiltered stacks in Rozelle when they become operational. A preventable cancer cluster will 
develop here, just as it did with the residents downwind of the Turrella M5 East stack, as clearly 
shown in the graph prepared by the South Western Sydney and the Sydney Local Health Districts. 
The actions on the part of both the Government and the inaction of your Department have been 
described as nothing short of criminal. This is a conclusion that RAW concurs with. 

Thank you for the opportunity to lodge our submission. This email is also being circulated to all of 
the approximately 850 members of RAW, many of whom reside in the path of the plumes. 

Sincerely 

Peter Hehir 
Convenor RAW 
(Rozelle Against WestConnex) 
 

31st May 2022 
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The information about the particulate composition is extracted from this table from the filter 
trial evaluation report. It is roughly the ratio between the ‘Upstream PM10” and the 'Upstream 
PM2.5’ figures, both of which come from equivalent samples. 

  

Clearly if the Government and the RMS were forced to admit that filtration would indeed save 
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This is a guess which is unsupported and unlikely to be true given the changed nature of the 
project and the expectations from it. 

One is entitled to wonder if Deloitte might have given an even stronger warning if they had 
not been given this tendentious assurance. 

It is clear that, if the RTA (RMS) had accepted this advice, a different company would almost 
certainly have been selected, which no doubt would have resulted in an entirely different 
outcome. 

 

 

1.7 Summary 
 
Clearly the trial for the reasons described above was an abject failure and as such any 
conclusions drawn from it must be viewed as having no demonstrable scientific value. Under 
no circumstances should the trial have ever been used as justification by the RMS who 
continue to erroneously assert that “filtration is ineffective”! in order to protect the health of 
tunnel users as well as that of the population adjacent to the unfiltered stacks. 
 
The experience from elsewhere in the world demonstrates beyond any shadow of a doubt           
that filtration is not only extremely effective; but it is an absolutely essential requirement 
in any well designed road tunnel system, in order to protect the health of tunnel users as 
well as that of the population adjacent to the unfiltered stacks 

 

oooooOooooo 
 
This document was prepared by members of RAW, some of whom have a scientific 
background and have hard evidence provided by the RMS in relation to filtration and tunnel 
emissions from the 4.2 klm long M5 East tunnel, dating back over 20 years. 

 

Two of the members have visited the Yamate tunnel in Japan and are totally conversant with 
the operation of their in tunnel filtration system, which is indeed “World’s best practice”! 
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